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March 9, 2020 

District Five Families, 

On Sunday, March 8, the SC Department of Health and Environmental Services announced a presumptive positive case of the novel 

(new) coronavirus (COVID-19) in Spartanburg County.  District Five Schools has been closely monitoring and planning for the 

potential arrival of the coronavirus in our community, and I want to share important information with you about our response, as 

well as ask for your help in helping prevent the spread of this and other illnesses. 

 

While this is a rapidly evolving situation, our school district has been preparing. District administrators, along with all school level 

principals, are following guidance from the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC), the Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC), and the South Carolina Department of Education (SCDOE).  We are also working with all seven Spartanburg school 

districts to ensure the safety of our students and community.  

WHAT IF MY FAMILY HAS TRAVELED TO AN AREA OF AN OUTBREAK OF CORONAVIRUS? 

If a member of a students’ household has traveled in an area of outbreak, has come into contact with someone who has been 

diagnosed with coronavirus, or is diagnosed themselves with coronavirus, families are urged to report this information to their 

child’s school immediately.  District Five is requesting any student who has a household member who has been recommended 

for home isolation NOT RETURN TO SCHOOL until the isolation period has ended in their household. 

WHAT IS DISTRICT FIVE DOING NOW TO RESPOND TO CORONAVIRUS? 

• Reviewing our emergency response plans 

• Enhancing existing cleaning/disinfecting of schools, classrooms, buses and increasing frequency 

• Reminding students/staff to limit physical contact, follow respiratory etiquette, and to regularly wash hands 

• Communicating that students/staff sick with respiratory illness should not come to school/work  

• Monitoring absenteeism and notifying health officials about large increases in absences  

• Monitoring current and future field trip destinations 

• Monitoring the enrollment of new students and staff and responding accordingly  
 

WHAT CAN PARENTS AND FAMILIES DO? 

• Wash hands frequently 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

• STAY HOME IF SICK (especially if exhibiting fever, coughing or shortness of breath) 
Additional signs and symptoms of COVID-19, as outlined by the CDC, along with other parent resources, can be found on our 

district website at www.spart5.net.  As always, the safety of our students and staff is our TOP PRIORITY in Spartanburg District Five.  

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us keep our entire District Five family and community safe and healthy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Randall Gary, Ed.D. 

Superintendent  

http://www.spart5.net/

